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Certificate Under 37 CFR 1 .8(a) 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 2023 1 

on January 9, 2001 

N Joyce D. Hamilton 
Dated: January 9, 2001 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 



CO 

a: 



In response to the Office Action mailed on January 3, 2001, the Applicants 
respectfully request entry of the following amendments and consideration of the following 
remarks. The Applicant believes that no additional fees are required with this response. If 
fees are required, it is respectfully requested that the fees be charged to the account of Barnes 
& Thornburg, Deposit Account No. 10-0435, with reference to our matter 26502-64723. 

The office action mailed on January 3, 2001 required restriction of the 36 
pending claims of the captioned application to one of 3 groups. The claim groups identified 
by the Examiner are as follows: 



I. Claims 1-15, 35, 36, drawn to a graft ligament, 

II. Claims 16-28, drawn to a method of preparing graft material, 

III. Claim claims 29-34, drawn to a method of implanting a graft. 
Applicants elect Group I, claims 1-15, 35, and 36, without traverse. Please 

cancel claims 16-34. 

Applicants respectfully request allowance of the pending claims and passage 
of the application to issuance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jill T. Powlick 
Registration No. 42,088 
Attorney for Applicants 
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